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DELMAR

A one-act play in English and Spanish
by Julia Jarcho

(excerpt)

SCENE 5. THE CASTLE. REINA SITTING REY STANDI NG

REI NA
No entiendo. ¢Le ha raptado?

REY
No, no. Esta nifla es am ga de nuestro horm guito.

REI NA
Pues ¢DOonde estd& Rriairrio/rrié?

REY
Eso | e has de preguntar
A la nifa en |l a antesal a.

REI NA
Y tu?

REY

Mej or que | as henbras se cuenten secretos entre ell as.
Yo prefiero guardar silencio.

REI NA
Tr ael a ent onces.

[REY exits. He reenters with MARTHA. MARTHA curtseys to
REI NA and REI NA nods. REY exits. Pause.]

REI NA ( CONT' D)
Por favor, siéntate.

MARTHA
I would rather stand. You are nuch taller than ne already.
[ Pause. ]
REI NA
¢(Eres am ga de nuestro hijo?
MARTHA
Yes. W |earned those words in class. | ama friend of your son.

In fact, he's at our house right now

REI NA
¢De verdad? Qué bien. Estabanos nmuy preocupados.



MARTHA
I"mhere to ask you, I'd like to propose you sonething, OK? Tengo
una i dea.
REI NA
Val e.
MARTHA
Do you know about exchange prograns?
REI NA
Eschen prograns?
MARTHA

Yes. They're very popular in this provincial area at |east, |
couldn't really speak for the country at large, but | think it's a
pretty common thing. M idea has to do with exchange prograns,
and how everyone seens to agree that they work very well, it's the
i mersion principle, but of course you know that already.

REI NA
Si gue.

MARTHA
Thank you. So, your son, I've had a little tine to get to know
him especially this evening.

REI NA
He did not conme with you

MARTHA
At the nonent no, no, but that seens |ike a good opportunity for
us to speak honestly about him | think he's really lovely, your
maj esty, but he also isn't very good at conmmunicating in our
culture, I nmean mine, the one you noved into, and he seens
isolated. To be honest he didn't really say anything to nme or
brother all day today. And at school 1've never heard himtal k.
I don't know how he wound up at our house at all, unless sone kind
of nmutual pity was involved anong the higher-ups. But don't |et
me msspeak, | believe he's not unhappy with us. Just silent. So

that's his position. Mne is alittle nore conplicated. Let's
just say | need a break and would Iike to experience sonething
exotic, which it's pretty clear you can provide. So ny idea is
t hat we have an exchange.

Pause.

REI NA
iM anor!

[ REY enters i medi ately, having obviously been just outside
the room MARTHA curtseys to him]



REI NA ( CONT' D)

cQué dice?

REY
Una sugerencia nuy interesante.

MARTHA
G aci as.

REY

Quiere que Rr. Rr. Rr. se quede con su famlia para acostunbrarse
ala cultura nueva, mentras ella viva con nosotros para
experinmentar al go nuevo.

REI NA
Pero ¢por cuanto tienpo?
REY
No di ce.
REI NA
Pregunt asel o.
REY
For how | ong do you propose the transposition?
MARTHA
It's up to your graces of course. |'mprepared to stay until |

di e, but probably Lionel will want to cone hone sonetinme. How
about a nont h?

REY
And our son throws his small weight behind this plan?
MARTHA
Yes. Si.
REI NA
Preguntal a si sabe coci nar.
REY
Pero m vida...
MARTHA
If I can cook? That wasn't exactly what | had in mnd, but I'mup
for just about anything at this point. | make good scranbl ed eggs

about half the tinme. Does Lionel cook?

REY
He is busy with books and arrows.

MARTHA
You' d never know it.



REY
W had |i ke a daughter.

REI NA
Marido mi o,
Aunque esta chica no sea bonita,
Aunque sea nedia idiota
Y es evidente que nunca ha visitado
A ningun castillo,
Aungque no sepa coci nar
Ni una sardina de lata
Ni entienda de que se trata
Una historia conpb | a nuestra,
Me gusta. Verdad que ne gusta.
Que se quede aqui por m parte.

REY
My wi fe says she is enchanted
and you are wel come in our castle,
Al t hough we will both suffer sonewhat
The absence of our nio.

REI NA
Ya sabes, nuestro nifio
La madrugada es.
REY
W want to know if you know danci ng.
MARTHA
W had a dance at school once and | was the only person who really
danced. Everyone else was just sort of shifting. | hate this

town. Can | show you?

[ MARTHA does a dance. REY and REINA are inpressed. Now

MARTHA addresses the audi ence. ]
Asi me permitieron quedarne en el castillo. Escogi conpb pequefo
dom nio una de las torres, desde |a cual se puede ver todo. Para
Ilegar a la torre hay que subir por una escal era peligrosa, porque
el ascensor no funciona. Pero no ne resulta tan dificil bajar, por
ejenplo para ir a la cocina y preparar un nonton de huevos
revueltos, los cuales |les encantan al rey y a la reina. Y si ne
aduernmo alli, o en la gran sala después de coner, el rey ne |leva
dorm da hasta m cuarto, tan fuerte es, y ne despierto | a proéxim
mafiana cuando todo esté& brill ando.

SCENE 6. HOOB AND LUNI .

HOOB
What do you nean?

LUNI
Just that | said | think there could be sonme changes here.



HOOB
VWher e?
LUNI
I nean, exactly. It's a question of scope.
HOOB
Do you mean, this house?
LUNI
Yes and no. This house would have to be part of it.
HOOB
Part of...
LUNI
I"msick of the lack of anbition. | don't |like to use the word

lazy but that's what it is, these people our townsnen are | azy.
For exanple, what is the purpose of that pond?

HOOB
VWi ch pond?
LUNI
The pond in back of the adjuntanent.
HOOB
The | ake?
LUNI
Sure, we call it that, but who are we trying to kid? It's a pond,
why do we call it a lake? It's a pathetic pond. Now, do we want a

| ake? Because if we do, we can have one. But what | hate is
pretendi ng we have a | ake when what we have is nore |like a puddle
t hat even nost frogs disdain.

[JOSEPH enters wearing a shower cap.]

JOSEPH
I's she back?

HOOB
No.

JOSEPH
VWhen. . .

HOOB

Joseph, she was having a hard tine living here, and it's best for
her to be sonewhere else for a while.

JCOSEPH
| wanna go too.



HOOB
| don't think that's true, do you?
JOSEPH
Li onel wants to go.
HOOB
When it's tine for himto go hone, we'll know.
LUNI

Joseph, let me get your opinion on the pond.

[ JOSEPH exits.]

HOOB

Poor guy.
LUNI

What ?
HOOB

I never know what to say to them Their father is better at that.
LUNI

It makes nme unconfortabl e when you praise him
HOOB

Sorry.
LUNI

No, no, it's sonething I have to get beyond. It's ny own weakness.
Hoob, it is possible to overcone weakness.

HOOB
| hope so.

LUNI
This is what |'m saying. Step by step. WIIl you help ne draw up a
pl an?

HOOB
WIIl it make the frogs conme back?

LUNI
If that's what we deci de.

[JOSEPH enters with a box and a clipboard. He brings themto
HOOB. ]

HOOB
Anot her one?



JOSEPH
You have to sign here.

(HOOB signs on the clipboard. JOSEPH exits. Pause. JOSEPH
reenters, picks up the package, and exits again.)’
Li onel !

LUNI
What are they sending hin®

HOOB
Most |y candy.

LUNI
Every day?

HOOB
It's their culture |I guess.

LUNI
That's really nice.

HOOB

Yeah, it is.



